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Mords, in this adulterous and ſinful Generation, of 

him atſo ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, when he 


cometh in the Glory of his Father, with the holy 
Angels, 
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MARK VIII. 38. 

Mpoſoever therefore ſhall be 
aſhamed of me, and of my 
Words, m this adulterous 
and ſinful Generation, of him 
alſo ſhall the Son of Man be 
aſhamed, when he cometh in 
the Gloryof his Father, with 

the holy Angels, 
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HIS is a very ſolemn De- 
claration, and it highly 
concerns us all to inquire 
into the full Meaning and 
Application of it. 
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WHAT it is to be aſbamd of any 
Perſon, or Thing, we all know very 
well; and the common Acceptation of 
of the Word agrees with the original 
Word in my Text, with the Uſe of it in 
other paralel Places, and with the then 

F B State 


80 5 of Oo. Sa 1 "Religion, The 
| Meanneſs of our Bleſſed Lord's Birth and 
Education. and: Circumſtances made. his 
Character contemptible to the Fews, who 
expected a magnificent and powerful 
Prince; and the Simplicity of his Doctrine 
and the Plainneſs of - his Manner of In- 
ſtruction rendered his Religion equally con- 
temptible to the proud Philoſophers and 
ſcornful Wits, who had been accuſtomed 
to refined Syſtems and elaborate Compoſi- 
tions, ſet off with all the Charms of. Elo- 
quence and Language : : So much Reaſon 
was there for cautioning his Diſciples 
againſt. being aſhamed. of him and his 
Words when they, were. both _ in 
ſuch general Contempt. 
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Bur the Chriſtian Religion brought 
upon it's Profeſſors not only Diſgrace 
and Ridicule but the moſt inveterate 
' Malice. and the cruelleſt Perſecutions, as 

it oppoſed the religious. Rites. and Opi- 

nions to which both Jews. and Heathen: 
were bigotted, and reſtrained the unruly 
Appetites of Human Nature. This ſub- 
jected the Diſciples. of Chriſt to the Dan- 
ger of renouncing a Religion that ex- 
poſed them to conſtant Sufferings; and 
therefore we find the Declaration of my 
Tu 1251 in St Matth, ch. x. v. 32. 
b There 
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[3] 
There it is expreſſed in general Terms, 
without intimating any particular Mo- 


tive; Whoſoever ſhall confeſs me, and 


whoſoever ſhall deny me; whether they 
denied him, or refuſed to confeſs him, 
through Shame, through Fear, or any 
other indirect Reaſon. To the lame Ef- 
fect St Paul ſpeaks in his ſecond Epiſtle 


to Tim. ch, ii. v, 12. And the full Mean- 


ing of theſe . can be no leſs than 
this: 


© WHOSOEVER ſhall be induced, for the 


© Sake of avoiding the Shame and Perſe- 
© cutions or any temporal Inconveni- 


<« encies attending it, to renounce his 
« Chriſtian Faith, or diſcouraged from 


* profeſſing and maintaining it, out Bleſ- 
e fed Lord, at his fecond Coming t to 
« judge the World, will not acknow- 
* ledge him for a true Diſciple, but will 


« appoitit him his Portion with the 


« Unbelievers ; but whoſoever ſhall ſtea- 


« dily perſevere in the public Profeſ- 
8 Go of his Religion, he would. pub- 
c lickly before the Angels receive him 
e as his faithful Servant, and make him 
« a Sharer of his Glory 1 in the Kingdom 


„ of Heaven ”, 
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Lr us then enquire how far we are 


concerned in this Sentence. 


Tax Words were ſpoken to an adab.- 


terous and ſinful Generation; and, I with 
to God, it had no Reſemblance with the 


preſent. We are not, indeed, like the 


Jews, bigotted to *y antient Rites of 


Religion, for many of us reject all religi- 


ous Worſhip as ſuperſtitious. We are not, 


like the idolatrous Heathens, paying Ado- 
ration to the Work of Mens Hands, for 


many of us openly deny the true God 
that made Heaven and Earth, and all 
Things that are therein. Chriſtianity, 


God be praiſed, is not as it then was, un- 


der Perſecution, but eſtabliſhed by the 


Civil Power, and guarded by it's Ng 
Father ; and we have the Royal Wor 


of a Prince ſteady to his Purpoſes and 
jealous of his Honour, That our Eſtabliſh- 
ment ſhall always have his Protection; 


but, Infidelity, notwithſtanding, has ſpread 
it felf through almoſt all Orders and 
Ranks of Men, from ſtately Palaces to 
the loweſt Mechanic; and the Chriſtian 
Advocates are ſtill perſecuted, though not 


with the Sword and other Inſtruments 


of Death, yet with the poiſoned Arrows 


af bitter Tongues and Pens; if not di- 


ſpoiled 


2 

oiled of their Houſes and Goods, 

greatly diſcouraged. If the preſent Set of 
Unbelievers have not ſo much Power as 
their Predeceſſors in the more early Times 
of Chriſtianity, they make a diligent Uſe 
of what they have, and bid fair for more. 
If they have leſs Learning and leſs Wit, 
they have an abundant Sup py of Malice 
and Confidence. Under hk oy appy 
Circumſtances, under theſe tron g Temp- 
tations to be aſhamed of our Religion, 


or afraid to defend it, I ſhall endeavour, | 


with great Plainneſs and Sincerity, to 


ſhew when we may be ſaid to be aſhamed 


of Chriſt and his Words. For this Pur- 
poſe I ſhall enquire, 


1. To whom the Declaration in my 


Text was made, and how far 


Chriſtians in general are concerned 


| in it. 


IU Wa ir i pied under © how 


5 Terms, Chrift and his V ords. 


m Polx x out the principal Ways by 


which we may be aſhamed of them. 


Tur Declaration in my Text was 
made (as we read in St Luke, ch. ix. 
v. v. 1.) when Chriſt called the twelve 

þ hs 


ho, 


61 
| Fer" and ſent them to preach the 
Goſpel ; and therefore the Clergy, the 


Succeſſors of thoſe firſt Chriſtian 2 -þ 


ers, are the Perſons more immediately 
concerned, as having a ſpecial Commiſ- 
fion, and being — og a particular Obli- 
gation, publickly to propagate the Reli- 


gion of their Maſter ; and woe to them, 
better were it for them if they had never 


been born, if they be aſhamed or afraid to 
preach the Goſpel ; if, for filthy Lucre, 
they make Merchandiſe of the Word of 


God. But though Chriſt ſpake pri- 


marily to the ApoſHes, and under their 
Character to all ſucceeding Miniſters of 
his Word, his Diſcourſe was directed 
alſo to all his Diſciples ; - and does ſtill 
affect every one who believes the Chriſti- 
an Religion. If we turn to the 23d Verſe 


of this Chapter, introductory to the De- 


claration, he (there) ſaid to them All, 


F any Man will come after me, let him 


deny himſelf, &c. He faid this, not on- 
ly to his Apgtles, who are often by Way 
of Emphaſis ſtiled his Diſciples, but to 


the whole Multitude of his Followers; 


as we find it explained in the viiith of 
St. Matth. v. 24. And when he had called 


the. People unto him with bis Diſciples 


alſo (i. e. his Apoſtles) he ſaid unto them, 
Sc. And then, at the Wot Verſe follows 


the 


Leann © 
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B vr if a were no expreſs pre- 


4 cept for it, the very Nature of the Thing 


X implies it. When we are initiated into 
the Chriſtian Religion, we ſolemnly de- 
vate ouxſelves to the Service of our Maſ- 


ter; and as faithful Servants we are 


bound to promote, in every poſſible In- 
ſtance, his Intereſt, and Honour. It is 
our Duty as Diſciples to propagate the 
Belief. of his Doctrines, and Obedience 
to; his Precepts and Inſtitutions,. This 
is a Duty that has it's Foundation in 
Common Reaſon, and the Sanction of 
the Common Practice of Mankind to 
confirm. it; For what earthly Maſter 
would think him a good and faithful 
Servant, who could be unconcern'd whe- 
ther his fellowy Servants. were dutiful and 
reſpectſul; or if he did not-uſe his ut- 
moſt-Endeayours to make them ſo? And 


2 ſurely: we cannot imagine that we owe 


leſs than this to Chrif, whoſe: Servants. 
we are by the double Right of Creation 
and Redemption; who purchaſed us at ſo 
great a Price; who — us from ſo great 
a Slavery; and whoſe Commands are all 
intended, not like thoſe: of earthly Maſ- 
ters, for tis own Benefit, but * the 
— 


vince of the Clergy. 


[8] 
Happineſs of us his Servants. His Au- 
thority gives him a Right to this Inſtance 
of our Obedience; and the gracious Ten- 
dency of Chriſtianity binds it upon us 
by the generous Ties ef Gratitude and 
Affection. | = 21 


Bur I am afraid, the miſtaken No- 
tion of the comparative Duties of Clergy 


and Laity leads many well- meaning Peo- 


ple into a ſhameful Indolence and Indif- 
ferency, in Reſpect to the State of Re- 
ligion among us. There being a particu- 
lar Order of Men appointed to officiate in 
the Ordinances, and to teach the Doc- 


trines and Duties of Religion, they in- 


fer, very inconcluſively, that it is no Bu- 
ſineſs of theirs to concern themſelves a- 
bout Religious Matters, any farther than 
what immediately relates to fhemſelves; 
that if they do but take Care of their 


on Faith and Morals, they are not an- 
ſwerable for the Faith and Morals of o- 


thers. If Infidelify and Irreligion do really 


make ſuch a Progreſs in the Nation, they 


are very ſorry for it, but it does not be- 
long to them to intermeddle in the Pro- 


\ THis is a very grievous Error, and 


the Fallacy lies here, vig. In not diſ- 


1 tinguiſh- 


— 2 


1 


[9] 


S ciogvihing between thoſe Things which 


are the peculiar Buſineſs of the Mi- 


niſters of the Goſpel, excluſively of others, 
and ſuch as lie in common among all 
Chriſtians. The Duties of public In- 


ſtruction in the Church; the Adminiſ- 
tration of the Sacraments; the Offer- 
ing up the Prayers of the People to God; 


the Admiſſion of Members into the 
Chriſtian Society, and the Execution of 


purely ſpiritual Cenſures upon diſor- 


derly Members ; theſe Offices are 4hpro- 
priated to the Prieſthood ; and yet theſe 
being Acts of Authority, and conſidered 
as Matters of Privilege, ſome of the 
Laity are willing enough to take their 


Share of them, and to eaſe the Clergy of 


Part of their Burthen. But as to the 
Trouble and Expence and Danger of 
ſupporting and encouraging the Intereſt 
of Chriſtianity in their ſeveral Stations, 
they are moſt of them ready to reſign the 

Honour ſolely to thoſe who are ſeparated, 
as they think, for ſuch Purpoſes. But 


this is the common Concern of every 
Chriſtian, and belongs equally to Clergy 


and Laity. It is in the Church as it is 
in the tate. There are Officers Civil 
and Military, who have their particular 
Provinces; but will it follow from hence, 
4 no private Perſons in the King- 


C dom 


% 


* * * = 


wards the Support of the Government 


of us at Liberty, and are all under an — 
Obligation, as far as we can, to de- 
fend it, though we be not of his Coun- 


lic Peace? Private Perſons may be very 
helpful, by their Wiſdom, by their Po- 
pularity, by the Influence of their E- 
ſtates, in ſuppreſſing them; and they are 


the Peace, or had the Command of a 
Regiment. Our Oaths of Allegiance, 
and the Laws of Society require it from 
us. And thus it is in the Church, The 
Clergy are the Officers in this Religious 
Society, appointed, not, as it is now pub- 
lickly maintained, by the Civil Power, 
but by Chriſt, their King and Head; and 
all public, mnifterial Acts belong to 


Private Chriſtians may have various Op- 


Faitb, without getting into the Pulhit, 


[ To ] 


dom are obliged to do any Thing to- 


and the Public Welfare ? There are ma- 
ny Ways by which we may ſerve our 
King and Country without a Poſt of 
Authority. 1s his Majeſty's Title to the 
Crown called in Queſtion ? We are all 


cil. Are there any Inſurrections or ſedi- 
tious Commotions that threaten the Pub- 


as much obliged to give their Aſſiſtance, 
as if they were in the Commiſſion of 


w_ NEG > < 2 F 
, - Nn 8 -. ee 1 n KR 7 
1 N N . te ER He ILY jo I oe 8 2 4 A c ae, S a Be 
£ . r ͤ . ͤ I ogg IR be ek _ P As On, So i Ro Se, a bs ft 2 ne an OR ey 
n 4 2 2 925 ey 2 8 he * 3 * 2 x" 8 Wilts 1 een 1 Fern 
. 8 wth, CARES Oe 2 3 — . Wo 5; 2 . Fa 3 Wo ne 5 Bros 2 WHITES. 71 1 H i 
dt >: 2 on 8 * * . 11 Do SES 5 702 Do RED pages e 2 ot 7 * 3 = 2 N 8 W — n EFT Sn © 
8 Wan” F<. 5 FI BY LAT x IR. 3 % Fo 2 — AO OT 0p... TN” ay ww. WG; « +, y e 
N 2 Set Oe . 22 S887.” ⁵— . ĩ¼⅛ - e 8 
. N G 4s AO. dF. 1 TE - $ 8 p 


4 "F< 
2 
N „ 

. 


them, and them only. But what then? 
portunities of promoting the Chriſtian 


— 


/ [11 ] 

and the Honour of their Maſter without 
waiting at his Altar: And every Chriſti- 
1 n is bound, by his Baptiſmal Covenant, 
. do all that his Station and Abilities 
vill permit him to do. What Opportu- 
nities are in every One's Power, I ſhall 
4 enquire preſently; but I muſt firſt COr- 
rect a very common and dangerous Error 


1 concerning Chriſtianity, by enquiring 


what is implied under thoſe Terms, 
Cybriſt and bis W ords. 


en RISTIANITY is che Reli gion of 
Chriſt. And what do we mean by the 
Keligion of Chrift, or the Chriſtian Re- 
3H ligion ? The very Term implies ſome- 
4 A thing peculiar to it, which diſtinguiſhes 
it from others. Suppoſe we ſhould ſay, 


* 8 7 * Fe 
D CS 51 
4 4 : BEN j 


= The Religion of Mahomet, we muſt be 


underſtood to mean a Religion drferent 
in ſome Reſpects, from other Religions, or 
elſe it might be called the Religion of any 
Body elſe as well as of Mahomet. If it be 
denominated h;s Religion, only becauſe he 
Pen and preached it, Thouſands, 
Millions have done the fame. But it 
takes it's Denomination from him, for- 
; Zaſmuch as he was the Author of it: And 
4 therefore thoſe particular Dogmata, thoſe. 
f Fat eg Precepts, and Rites, which he 
rt ent and enjoined are what pro- 
3 Lv perly, 
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perly, by Way of Diſtinction from Giles, 
conſtitute the Mahometan Religion; and 


no Man was ever called a Matometdh; 


on Account of thoſe Opinions which 
he held, or of thoſe Religions Cuſtoms 


which he obſerved, in common with the 
reſt of the World, but: for thoſe which 
were peculiar to Mabomet. Thus the di- 
ſtinguiſhing Parts of the Chriſtian Re- 


 tigion are thoſe Doctrines which Jeſus 


Chriſt firſt publiſhed to the World; thoſe 
myſterious and unfathomable Truths 
which the Son of God, the only Be- 


gotten of the Father, who only had ſeen 


him and was intimately acquainted with 


his Nature and Will, came down amongſt 


us, incarnate, to reveal to us; and thoſe 
Inſtitutions which he commanded us to 


_ obſerve in order to ſhew our ſelves his 
Followers, in Oppoſition to Fews and 
 Heathens : And, therefore, if we believe 
only thoſe Truths which were com- 


mon Articles of the Jeroiſb and Heathen 
Creeds, ſuch as the Belief of a God, a 


Providence, and a Future State ; if we 


practiſe only thoſe Duties of Moralit ty 


which are evidently founded in the Na- 
ture of Things and agreeable to the 
common Reaſon of Mankind, but re- 


reject thoſe Ordinances which were ap- 
* only by Chrs if, and have no- 
thing 
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thing elſe but his fole Authority to in- 
force their Obſervance; we may, if we 
pleaſe, call our ſelves Chriſtians, and our 
Religion, in the faſhionable Language of 
the Times, Chriſtianity in it's Native Sim- 
plicity, but we have thrown every —_ 
out of it that is properly Chriſtian, and 
are aſhamed of his Words. 


- NerTHER is it ſufficient to believe in 


the Per/on, unleſs we admit alfo the pro- 


per Charatter of Chriſt, If we only 


think that at ſuch a Time the Divine 
Providence raiſed up ſuch a Great and 


Good Man as Jeſus of Nazareth to 
preach Morality to a degenerate World, 
we put him upon a Level with the anti- 


ent Moral Philoſophers and Teachers ; 


and we are no better Chriftians than. the 
Turks, who believe him to be ſuch-a Pro- 
phet, and pay more Reſpect to his Memory 
than many of us do. But we muſt bes 
lieve that he was the Meſiab, the Chriſt, 
the Anointed of God; typified and fore- 
told many Ages before he came; that he 


came with a divine Commiſſion atteſted 
by Miracles; and that what he delivered 
was the Word of God, not of a mere 
Man. We muſt farther acknowledge 


him under the Character of a Saviour, 


or Redeemer, who offered up himſelf as a 


Sacrifice 


[ 14 ] —_— 
Sacrifice for the Sins of the World; ß 
which great Sacrifice, all the Sacrifices 7 
under the Law were only Typical, and 
to which they owed all their Efficacy. 
The Notion of a Redeemer and a Sacri- 
Ice is the grand Article of our Faith, the 
Foundation upon which both the Few!/b 
and Chriſtian Religion are built: and 
therefore if we deny this Part of the 
Character of Chriſt, we deny him; we 
deny the whole. Oeconomy of our Religion, 
and or both Teſtaments at once. 


Havins, endeavour d to make appear 


| to whom the Declaration in my Text 

„ was made; and to ſettle the meaning 

„ 5 of it; what it is to be a/ſham'd of Chriſt, 
and what is implied under thoſe Terms, 


Une jt and bis Words, I proceed. 


III. T 0 ſhew. the orincipal Ways by 
which we may be aſham'd of them; 
or in other Words, how far it is in the 
0 Power of every Chriſtian, to promote 
i the Truth and Credit of Chriſtianity. 
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. ſert and vindicate the Truth of Cinit- 
| | tianity. 
ii 


I do not mean that every Chriſtian 
is bound to defend Chriſtianity againſt 
the Subtilties of artful Infidels This 
is an utter Impoſlibility. Many Per- 
ſons are not capable of underſtanding 
ſuch Points, or of attending to them. 
Others of more Leiſure Knowledge and 
Underſtanding may want a Quickneſs 
and Sagacity to detect Sophriſtry, or in- 
deed to maintain a regular Diſputation 
even in a fair Way of Arguing. Ma- 
ny more, of an excellent Underſtand- 
ing and a diſtinguiſhing Genius, may 
yet want a Preſence of Mind, on ſud- 
den Occaſions, or Temper in perſonal 
Diſputes; without which the ableſt Diſ- 
putant may be confounded by the moſt 
ſuperficial Caviller ; and where Perſons 
are juſtly conſcious of any ſuch Defects, 
it is better. not to attempt a Defence, 
than to make a weak One that may 
betray the Cauſe, and expoſe the Ad- 
- vocate. But ſuch as have Leiſure to read 
and a Capacity to underſtand the Points 
in Diſpute between us and the Infidels, 
who have the requiſite Qualifications for 
Compoſition, or perſonal Argumentation, it 
is their Indiſpenſable Duty, whether theybe 
in Holy Orders, or not, to ſtop the Mouths 
of Gain-ſayers, by ſhewing the Grounds 

of their Faith, and obviating — 
| | The 


* 3 
ot & * 8 
4 

N y 
6 44 Fl 


3 


The Crergy ad "Tag are equally ob- 
lig'd to defend their Religion, whether 
by Writing or Dore. ien 
they have equal Ability; and this I am 
not aſham'd to own; that many Lay- 
Gentlemen may do it to greater Advan- 
tage, in ſome Reſpects, than moſt Clergy- 
men; they will be better heard, as being 
generally in better Circumſtances, and 
not ſuſpected of Self=Intereft in the Argu- 
ment: And J muſt think it a great Re- 
flection on them, that when there are 
ſo many of them Perſons of Literature 
and great - Endowments, none of them 
ſhould think their Religion worthy the 
Application of their Parts and Learn- 
ing in a public Defence of it. It has 
been otherwiſe in former Times, when 
not only Gentlemen of Leiſure, but in 
the moſt Buſy Scenes of Life, in the 
Higheſt Offices in the State, and of the 
firſt Character for Wit and Politeneſs, 
did not think the Cauſe of God and Reli- 
gion unworthy their Pains, or inconſiſ- 
tent with their Reputation; but at pre- 
ſent, I profeſs, I cannot recolle& one 
in the three Kingdoms who appears o- 

penly among the Advocates for Chriftia- 
nity, at a Lime when it is attack d on 
all Sides. What can be faid in their 
Excuſe? If * be ſincere in the Belief, 
they | 


"7 J they have an equal 1 ntereſt in the Truth 
of it, and are equally concern d to de- 
ſend it: and their Silence is the more 
1 inexcuſable, foraſmuch as they are more 
1 13 than Clergymen, as to their 
Fortune. A Clergyman in this Age 18 
likely to forfeit his Character, and ruin his 
Z Intereſt, with too many Patrons, by de- 
1 fending the eſtabliſh'd Doctrines and 
Worſhip, but a Lay- Gentleman has little 
to fear beſides the idle Jeſt of the Witty, 
and the as idle Contempt of the Scorn- 
8 ful. And as for the Clergy, or any others 
E. 3 who may be liable to ſuffer any real Loſs, 
let them remember that their Loſs will 
be their greateſt Gain, as their Shame Will 
1 4 by their greateſt Glory. 


1 er did, the primitive Abolegiſts be- 
= | have themſelves in much more trying 
Times? They appeared, as they were 
1 commanded by their Maſter, before Ma- 
2 giſtrates, before Courts of Judicature, 
before the Princes and Powers of the 
World. They were reſpectful, indeed, 
to Authority, becauſe it was the Autho- 
Xx -ity of God, but they held no Man's 
Perſon in ſuch. Admiration, no Man's 
WM Office: in ſuch Eſteem, no Man's Power 
in ſuch Dread, as to make him a Com- 
— > pliment 


[1 8] 
pliment of their Faith. As long as they 
were permitted to ſpeak, they defended 
it; when ns were flenced, they died 

for | aa 


Bur the Gritty of Chriſtians ars are 
not ſo much concerned in the Defence, 
as in the Profeſſion of rn Such 
as have not a Capacity to argue for it, 
may * have the honeſt Zeal to afſort 
't's 
of | Infidel Converſation, or Writings 
and not to aſſert it, upon every proper 
Occaſion, is to drown it. If Chriſtians 
in General woul, agree thus openly to 
declare their Faith, it would contribute 
oreatly to it's Support. Infidels would 
be oblig d, in their own Defence, to ſculk 
in Corners, and conceal in ſecret what 
they now dare proclaim openly on the 
"Houſe Top; and Believers would ani- 
mate one another. As Iron fbarpeneth 
Iron, ſo doth the Countenance of a Man 


"bis Friend, It was the forwardneſs of the 


Firſt Chriſtians to bear open Teſtimony 
to their Belief, which kept up each o- 
1 ny Zeal; and help'd to al Chriſtia- 


y, by convincing * of their Since- 


ls. and of the Strength of that Evi- 


2 dence which could work ſo forcible a Con- 
| Voection: 


ruth, by expreſſing their Abhorrence 
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viction: And the ſame, forward Zeal 
among us, in Proportion to the Degree 
of it, would produce the like Effect. 
1 Eyery one by this Means would warm 
his Friend, and the Flame, like a ma- 
terial Fire, communicate it ſelf through 


the whole Neighbourhood: and when 


Perſons eminent for Probity and Un- 


derſtanding, and exalted to an high Sta- 
tion in Church or State, exert themſelves 
vigorouſly, like the Sun in the Firma- 
ment, they give Light and Heat to the 


Whole Kingdom at once. But when. 
Chriſtians ſee each other ſo cold and 
lifeleſs, ſo unconcerned for the Honour 
of Chriſtianity and it's Divine Author ; 


filent, when an haughty Scorner blaſ- 
phemes our Saviour, and ridicules his 
Religion; nay, perhaps, giving a Smile 


of Approbation, if not meanly joining 
with him out of Complaiſance or Inte- 
* reſt ; what Interpretation will our Ene- 


mies put on ſuch a Conduct? No doubt 


they will conclude, that we do not be- 
lieve our Religion. How, indeed, can 
| they do otherwiſe, when we dare not, 
in it's Vindication, ſtand the Diſgrace of 


a rude Reflection, ſuffer a tr ifling Incon- 


veniency, or forego a temporal Advan- 
tage. Is this the Religion, for which 


D 2 ſuch 
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ach a a noble Army of Martyrs witneſſed 


a good Confeſſion, by bearing the moſt 
ſhameful Indignities, by ſuffering the 
Loſs of all Things, and enduring the 


moſt exquiſite Tortures; not accepting 
Deliverance, that they might obtain a 


better Reſurrection. What can be the 
Reaſon of zheir having ſo much Zeal, 
while we have none at all? Have not 
we the fame Arguments for the Truth 


of Chriſtianity. Is not Chriſtianity ſtill 
the ſame moſt excellent Religion, con- 


taining the ſame ſublime and comfort- 
able Truths, which Holy Men of Old 


would have rejoiced to know, which the 


very Angels themſelves defire, but deſire 


in vain, to look into? Have not we the 
ſame Hopes, the ſame glorious Promiſes 


which animated them ? Yes; we have. 


But our Conviction is not fo maß; 
becauſe we ſeldom enquire attentively 


into the Evidence for the Truth of it; 
ſeldom meditate on it's Excellency and 
Rewards. We are neither ſo frequent, 


nor ſo fervent at the Throne of Grace, 


for the Influences of the Holy Spirit. 
We are too ſenſual and wordly-minded 


to be much affected by Religious Motives 
and future Expectations. As Chriſtians, 
we profeſs that our Treaſure j is in another 


World, 


+ wy 
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© world, and et our Hearts are rivetted 
We are Candidates for 
es 1 ſay, for an Eternity; We 
have endleſs Ages of ineffable, inconceiv- 


® able Happineſs or Miſery befote us, and 
1 1 yet our whole Concern is for the ſhort 
© uncertain Period of human Life. Strange 
Conduct, this, for ne Creatures! 


INDULGE me a Word or two more, 


and 1 ſhall draw to a Concluſion. 


WE are then aſhamed of Chrif and bis 


Mord, when we have not Reſolution enough 
to ſhun the Converſation and Acquain- 
tance of ſuch as are Enemies to them. 
I édo not fay that we ought never to 
come into their Company, becauſe the 
| common Intercourſe of Life may ſome- 
times make it neceſſary to have Dealings 


with them; and ſometimes we may cha- 


ritably ſeek Occaſions of Converſing with 


them, in Hopes of 'Convincing, or Con- 
futing them; but I ſpeak of unneceſ- 


ſary Friendſhips, Familiarities, and Civi- 


lities, in the Way of Acquaintance with 
determined Infidels and Scoffers; theſe 
are abſolutely forbidden in Scripture; j 
where we are commanded to mart fuch 


end avoid them; to have no Follomſbip 


With 


1 
| > 
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with them ; not to receive them into our © 
Houſes ; not to eat with them, nor ſo muc) 
as to bid them God ſpeed; i. e. not to 
ive them the cuſtomary Forms of re- 
1 ful Salution. --- If this Doctrine be 
thought too rigid, the Apoſtle muſt an- 
ſwer for it; for he has delivered it in the 
plaineſt Terms. N et _ 


_ — rr o — „ — — — 5 * 


_. BuT theſe Inhibitions are not only 
Apoſtolical, but agreeable to the natural 
Sentiments and the common Practice 
of Mankind. Giye me Leave to aſk * 
you, What his Majeſty would think of 

= any Subject who ſhould affociate unne- 
ceſſarily with his Enemies, give and re- 
ceive friendly Viſits, enter into Intima- 7 

cies, and beſtow Marks of Favour on 
them? Would he eſteem him ſincerely 
affected to his Perſon and Government? 
I trow not. What would @ prime 
 Minifter think of a Courtier in the like 
Caſe? Would he think him a Friend 7 
to his Adminiſtration, or truſt him? No. 
What ſhould any of us think of our Re- 
_ lations or Nependents, if 7hey ſhould be- 
Have in the fame reſpectful and kind 
Manner to thoſe who are labouring to 
depretiate our Character and ruin out 
Intereſt ? I need not tell you. Apply 
e n e | 
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Inis reaſonable 5 of Thinking and 
Acting in common Life to our Regard 

| Wc Chriſt and his Words. . Can I have a 

ſincere Eſteem and Affection for him 

| 5 while I complement and ſerve his Blaſ- 
bo” Man in and Revilers ? Can I receive any 

Man into my Bom as my Friend who 

* 1 is an Enemy to my God that made me, 

1 and preſerves me; an Enemy to my 

dear Redeemer who died for me ? Bleſ- 

(ed Je! Can I have a due Veneration 

for a Religion by Which I hope to be 

= eternally ſaved, and yet encourage, and 
by my Encouragement aſſiſt it's Oppo- 
ſers, and enable them the more effectu- 

ally to deſtroy it? F Samen 

1 Senſe . aeg ed. | | 
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1 1320 a fs ſpeaking | with 
ſo much Warmth, but who can ſpeak 
of ſuch an abſurd and im pious Pra- 


ctice, and ſpeak with Temper ? The in- 
= diſcriminate Manner of converſing with 
= the known Enemies of Chriſtianity, is 


'Z a Diſhonour to Chrif, a Diſgrace to our 


er pelt a Reproach to our Underſtand- 
, and muſt be the Ruin of. our Ne 


lden. 
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- Laſtly." We are aſhamed of Chriſt and 


his Words, if we are aſhamed to counte- 
nance and ſupport God 'Chriſtians, or 
not forward to- promote every Under- 
taking that is likely to ſerve the Intereſt of 
Chriſtianity. The Infigels are never want- 
ing to their Cauſe. They take Counſel 


together againſt the Lord, and againſt 
his Chriſt; and if ue were as much in 
earneſt in the Service of our Saviour 


as we uſually are in our worldly and po- 
litical Schemes, we ſhould be as ready 
to conſult together, and unite in con- 
certed Meaſures for his Defence. The 


Tnfidels not only join Hand in- Hand to 


write Wicked Books, but Purſe to Purſe 


to circulate them; and if our Zeal were 
equal to theirs, or in any Degree pro- 
portioned to the Excellency- of our 


Cauſe, ' we ſhould not think any La- 


bour or Expence, within our Power, 
too great in carrying it on. The I- 
fidels, Poor Wretches ! have only the 
diabolical Satisfaction (if it may be called 
a Satisfaction) of doing Miſchief, but e, 


if we act upon a true Chriſtian Prin- 
ciple, may have the Godlike Pleaſure 
of doing the greateſt Good, and the 


Comfort of expecting the greateſt Re- 
ward 
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ward wie ate capable of. If Infide/s com- 
paſs Sea and Land to make Proſelites 
to their gloomy. and pernicious Scheme, 
XX what - Pains ſhall not we take? With 
what joyful Expectations ſhall we La- 
bour, to ſerve the moſt bountiful Ma- 
A oh fter, and to promote the moiſt excellent 


Deſign ? 


Bur if our Minds be too mean 
and ſordid to be influenced by theſe 
generous Motives, my Text has de- 
nounced the Terrors of the Lord to 
perſwade us. The Son of Man ſhall fo 
come in like Manner as he went up 
into Heaven. As he aſcended ſo ſhall he 
alſo deſcend, making the Clouds his Cha- 
riot, and an innumerable Hoſt of Angels 
his Attendants. If the Retinue of an 
earthly Magiſtrate, and the Solemnity 


of his Tribunal be ſo dreadful to the 
= guilty Priſoner, ſo very awful even to the 
innocent Spectator,. I want Words to de- 


1 ſcribe ; I want Imagination to conceive; 
X and, if I could conceive it, I ſhould want 
Strength to bear the Thoughts of the 


XZ Tremendous Pomp of the GRRA T 


JuDpGE of Quick and Dead, fitting on 


his Throne of Judgment, arrayed with 
all the Splendour and Majeſty of his 


. Divine 
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Divine Perfections; ſurrounded with the 
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molt perfect and glorious Creatures, Saints 
and miniſtring Spirits z and armed with 


infinite Power to take Vengeance. 
Dreadful Image indeed ! 


Ne1THER is it poſſible for s to have 
a full Conception of the Shame, the Con- 
fuſion, and Horror of ſcornful Infidels 


who have impiouſly blaſphemed, or of 


nominal Chriſtians who have meanly de- 
ſerted the Cauſe of their Religion, only 
that they might ſlide quietly through this 
Life, or obtain it's trifling. Advantages; 


the. Favour of Great Men, or ſome pal- 


try Preferment. The Son of Man will 


diſown them ; and how forlorn muſt be 


their Condition when baniſhed from him 
who is the Source of all Felicity ! He 
will poſſeſs their Minds. with a clear 
Conviction of their Wickedneſs and Fol- 
ly; and what. are all the Reproaches of 
Men to the Upbraidings of an awakened 
and reſtleſs Conſcience! Then will they, 
too late, fee/ the Truth which our Lord 


applied to this Occaſion ; M hat can it 


profit a Man to gain the whole World, and 
loſe his wn Soul? Or, What ſhall a 
Man give in EXCHANGE for bis SOUL ? 
May God give us all his Grace, that we 

may 


| (27) 


may prepare to meet our Lord at his 

* = park, Coming with Comfort, and receive 

n rhat Bleſſing which he has promiſed to 

them that love him; Well done thou good 
and faithful Servant, Thou haſt been faith- 

7 jul and diligent in promoting my Honour 

and the Truth of my Religion, enter thou 

into the Foy of thy Lord. Amen. 
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